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In 2019–20 the estimate of expenditure on cultural activities, funded by state and territory governments, was $2,716.5m. This represented a rise of 14% (or $325.9m)[footnoteRef:1]. This amount included an additional $50.1m of funding allocated to COVID support funding for eligible organisations, businesses, and individuals in creative and cultural industries.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Cultural Funding by Government survey not conducted in 2018–19, as it changed to a biennial collection.]  [2:  Additional $50.1m in COVID support funding reported: Victoria; $35.2m, South Australia; $7.6m, Tasmania; $4.3m, and ACT Government; $3.1m. Some state and territory governments unable to identify the ‘creative and cultural only’ COVID support funding for 2019–20. Queensland Government reallocated and bought forward $12.5m in funding for COVID support for 2019–20. All state and territory governments likely to report COVID support funding in 2020–21 financial year.] 

· The estimate of expenditure on cultural activities excluding COVID support funding was $2,666.4m, an increase of 12% or $275.8m from 2017–18.
Table 1. State and territory government cultural expenditure, 2016–17 to 2019–20
	2016–17
	2017–18
	2019–20
	2019–20
Without COVID support funding

	$2,041.6m
	$2,390.6m ↑17%
	$2,716.5m ↑14%
	$2,666.4m ↑12%


· The estimate of per person cultural funding including COVID support funding was $106.28, and without was $104.32
Individual state and territory government's expenditure on cultural activities closely reflected population size. All state and territory governments increased funding between 2017–18 and 2019–20 except South Australia which decreased by 6% or $14.4m, due to the completion of capital works.
Figure 1. State and territory governments total cultural expenditure(a) 

(a) [bookmark: _Hlk6925977]Care should be taken when comparing expenditure between states and territories due to different administrative arrangements.
The highest percentage increase in funding was for New South Wales and Western Australia (both 27%). 
Heritage
Funds on Heritage activities rose 12% (or $158.6m) to $1,458.0m.
The increase was driven by expenditure on all categories including Art museums (↑$90.7m), Other museums and cultural heritage (↑$31.7m), Libraries (↑$23.4m) and Archives (↑$12.9m).
The largest categories of Heritage expenditure were Other museums and cultural heritage with $597.5m, followed by Libraries with $484.1m. 
The New South Wales Government was the largest contributor to Other museums and cultural heritage accounting for $236.2m (40%) of total state and territory government expenditure on this category. Western Australian Government (27%) was the next highest contributor ($162.0m).

The Victorian Government was the largest contributor to Libraries, $109.1m or 23% of total state and territory government expenditure on this category.
[bookmark: _Toc524533023]Figure 2.  State and territory government heritage expenditure

[bookmark: _Toc521318948][bookmark: _Toc521427134][bookmark: _Toc524532895]Arts 
Funds for Arts activities rose 11% (or $117.1m) to $1,208.3m. The main contributors to this movement were Performing arts venues (↑$56.0m), and Film and video production and distribution (↑$35.6m). Conversely, funding for Cross-art form ($31.8m) and Multi-arts festivals ($11.3) dropped.
[bookmark: _Toc524533024]Figure 3. State and territory government arts expenditure, by selected categories 

The highest amount of state and territory government Arts expenditure was for Performing arts venues ($411.9m), with the governments of New South Wales ($153.5m or 37%) and Queensland ($74.2m or 18%) contributing most of the funding in this category.
Other main categories of Arts activities funding were:
Film and video production and distribution—$138.1m
Arts education—$136.2m
Music—$77.4m
Multi-arts festivals—$56.0m
Visual arts and crafts—$50.1m.
[bookmark: _Hlk11224443]Recurrent expenditure
Total recurrent expenditure rose 10% (or $181.4m) to $2,019.1m and accounted for 74% of total funded cultural expenditure. This included $50.1m in COVID support funding.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Additional COVID support funding included in Total recurrent and Total figures only, and not reported by category.] 

The largest recurrent expenditure was for Libraries with $440.6m.
The Victorian Government spent the most recurrent dollars on Libraries ($102.1m).
Most state and territory governments (except New South Wales and Northern Territory) spent the largest % of their recurrent expenditure on Libraries. Tasmania had the highest with 45%. 
[bookmark: _Hlk11224479]Other main categories of recurrent expenditure were:
Other museums and cultural heritage—$363.6m
Art museums—$224.4m
Performing arts venues—$156.1m.
Figure 4. State and territory government recurrent cultural expenditure, by selected categories 

The Victorian Government had the highest estimate of recurrent expenditure with $503.8m.
The New South Wales Government had the highest recurrent expenditure on Heritage activities ($277.3m).
Conversely, the Victorian Government had the highest recurrent expenditure on Arts activities ($227.8m).
[bookmark: _Toc524532998]Figure 5. State and territory governments recurrent cultural expenditure(a), heritage and arts—2019–20

1. Care should be taken when comparing expenditure between states and territories due to different administrative arrangements.
[bookmark: _Hlk11224558][bookmark: _Toc524532999]Capital expenditure
Capital expenditure accounted for 26% ($697.4m) of total state and territory funded cultural spending. 
The largest two categories were Performing arts venues ($255.8m) and Other museums and cultural heritage ($233.9m).
The New South Wales Government contributed the most capital expenditure for both categories of Performing arts venues ($135.8m or 53%) and Other museums and cultural heritage ($101.7m or 43%).
Figure 6. State and territory governments capital cultural expenditure(a), heritage and arts—2019–20

1. Care should be taken when comparing expenditure between states and territories due to different administrative arrangements.
The New South Wales Government had the highest capital expenditure on Heritage activities ($178.2m) followed by Western Australia ($107.8m) and Queensland ($45.2m).
The New South Wales Government also had the highest estimate for capital expenditure on Arts activities ($173.6m), followed by Victoria ($61.5m).
2016-17	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	478.7	492.6	367.1	200.5	293.8	83.974000000000004	60	64.900000000000006	2017-18	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	627	547.1	415.8	253.7	296.8	96.6	74.2	79.5	2019-20	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	799.41895666999994	587.33799999999997	450.22399999999999	239.31200000000001	375.64600000000002	99.135999999999996	75.962999999999994	89.448103000000003	
$m




2016-17	Art museums	Other museums 	&	 cultural heritage	Libraries	Archives	194.47200000000001	470.71300000000002	411.3	61.124000000000002	2017-18	Art museums	Other museums 	&	 cultural heritage	Libraries	Archives	216.435	565.81700000000001	460.67399999999998	56.502000000000002	2019-20	Art museums	Other museums 	&	 cultural heritage	Libraries	Archives	307.10000000000002	597.5	484.1	69.400000000000006	
$m




2016-17	Music 	Performing arts venues	Visual arts 	&	 crafts	Film 	&	 video production 	&	 distribution	Arts education	Multi-arts festivals	Arts administration	49.686999999999998	217.25899999999999	53.271999999999998	86.444999999999993	107.15	56.865000000000002	87.244	2017-18	Music 	Performing arts venues	Visual arts 	&	 crafts	Film 	&	 video production 	&	 distribution	Arts education	Multi-arts festivals	Arts administration	65.811999999999998	355.87099999999998	52.313000000000002	102.485	118.495	67.316000000000003	82.346999999999994	2019-20	Music 	Performing arts venues	Visual arts 	&	 crafts	Film 	&	 video production 	&	 distribution	Arts education	Multi-arts festivals	Arts administration	77.400000000000006	411.9	50.1	138.1	136.19999999999999	56	116.7	
$m




2019-20	Arts administration	Arts education	Film 	&	 video production 	&	 distribution	Performing arts venues	Music 	Archives	Libraries	Other museums 	&	 cultural heritage	Art museums	87.8	136.1	109.7	156.1	70.3	61.8	440.6	363.6	224.4	2017-18	Arts administration	Arts education	Film 	&	 video production 	&	 distribution	Performing arts venues	Music 	Archives	Libraries	Other museums 	&	 cultural heritage	Art museums	80.695999999999998	118.48399999999999	99.74	135.535	65.613	50.154000000000003	381.20699999999999	367.12700000000001	195.63	2016-17	Arts administration	Arts education	Film 	&	 video production 	&	 distribution	Performing arts venues	Music 	Archives	Libraries	Other museums 	&	 cultural heritage	Art museums	86.22	106.974	85.262	168.40700000000001	46.18	55.337000000000003	356.12400000000002	347.75299999999999	175.28399999999999	
$m




Heritage	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	277.31395666999998	240.77099999999999	207.93100000000001	90.608000000000004	149.52699999999999	63.869	29.623999999999999	30.768999999999998	Arts	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	170.31399999999999	227.84700000000001	165.96	108.233	109.271	20.382000000000001	37.372	39.130000000000003	Total	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	447.62795667	503.78800000000001	373.89100000000002	206.40600000000001	258.798	88.531000000000006	66.995999999999995	73.031103000000002	
$m




Heritage	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	178.24	22.027999999999999	45.21	0.94399999999999995	107.788	1.573	7.48	4.3609999999999998	Arts	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	173.55099999999999	61.521999999999998	31.123000000000001	31.962	9.06	9.032	1.4870000000000001	12.055999999999999	Total	NSW	Vic.	Qld	SA	WA	Tas.	NT	ACT	351.791	83.55	76.332999999999998	32.905999999999999	116.848	10.605	8.9670000000000005	16.417000000000002	
$m
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