
The NATSIMO (National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Music Office) is an
Indigenous-led initiative of APRA AMCOS and peak body for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander music creators. We support the growth and development of songwriters
and composers and advocate for a thriving, self-determined Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander music industry.

We appreciate the opportunity to respond and provide recommendations to the new
National Cultural Policy. We hope the government will continually consult with
Indigenous Australians in the development of policy concerning their culture. The
NATSIMO is always available to consult and work with the government on achieving
positive outcomes for our First Nations music creators.

N A T I O N A L  C U L T U R A L  P O L I C Y
 

S U B M I S S I O N
 

N A T S I M O  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  V I S I O N
 

Value - Help Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander members to understand the value of
their music to advance their careers, and advocate for their rights;
Self-determination - Promote the growth of a self-determined Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander music industry;
Connect - Connect our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander members and the music
industry whilst encouraging Best Practice;
Advance - Champion opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander songwriters
and composers to advance their careers.

F I R S T  N A T I O N S  F I R S T
We hope the First Nations First pillar will see strong and continued investment that
increases participation, employment, and career pathways for aboriginal people
across the music industry. 

We want to see the development and support for First Nations owned and operated
music sector organisations. There is a need for First Nations owed and operated
record labels, publishers, recording studios, festivals, agents and artist managers. We
want the Australian First Nations music industry to be strong and independent,
existing alongside and participating within the commercial industry.



There is a strong and growing demand for Indigenous music in the entertainment
industries, live, recorded, and to soundtrack film, television, and promotional
content. Despite this, while First Nations musicians are participating as musicians
providing cultural content for commercial projects, they are largely excluded and
underrepresented in the governance of the music economy. Not enough Indigenous
music that is recorded and published has had the correct rights attributed for their
creations and contributions. Historically there exists a lot of music recorded
inauthentically, or without the required consultations and consent to properly share
Indigenous culture. 

The core of the work of the NATSIMO is to address inconsistencies in the
registering, licensing, and distribution of royalties. We are currently undertaking a
review of current systems and structures within APRA AMCOS to address the
specific needs of music creators who compose using elements of ICIP. Our aim is to
create a more robust system where First Nations musicians and holders of cultural
knowledge are better equipped to be in control of how their music is released into
the commercial sectors.

The NATSIMO has been undertaking research and consultation into Indigenous
Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP) and music as traditional cultural expression.
There is an obvious absence of infrastructure for proper consultation and the sharing
of economic benefits for the recording, publishing, and licensing of music containing
traditional cultural expressions. 

A central issue is that Australian copyright and intellectual property laws still do not
recognise communal ownership, or the relationship of an Indigenous artist as
‘custodian’ of culture. While the Productivity Commission is undergoing a report into
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander visual arts and crafts policy, we are
disappointed music is excluded from the report and recommendations. 

In the meantime, producers and consumers of ICIP have only protocols to follow
such as the work done by the Australia Council for the Arts (ACA) in the ‘Protocols
for producing Indigenous Australian music.’ The ACA Protocols are a good example
of Best Practice and should be widely known and followed. The NATSIMO is working
to create similar protocols for APRA AMCOS licensees and members using musical
works containing ICIP. 
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