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A place for every story 

Libraries connect communities with Australian stories. In an era where overseas-based 

multinational firms are taking an ever-larger share of marketing and sales, libraries are a space 

where Australian writers and illustrators will always have prominence, and are essential for 

Australian authors’ income. Libraries make Australian stories available to the whole community, 

by eliminating the cost barrier and ensuring accessible formats such as audio and large print, or 

translation, are available. Just as there is a place for every story, libraries make sure there is a 

story for everyone, no matter their circumstances.  

 

School libraries play a particularly important role in supporting children to develop a life-long 

relationship with reading. A well-managed library collection is diverse and enticing. Teacher 

librarians provide whole-school leadership in literacy programs that foster reading culture. School 

libraries coordinate author talks and creative programs that engage children directly with artists. 

The slow demise of school libraries is a significant challenge for engaging children with literature 

and improving literacy levels. A government commitment to every child having access to a 

school library with qualified school library staff is a priority to ensure that all children are able to 

explore the work of Australian writers and illustrators and develop lifelong reading habits, which in 

turn will lead to a happier, healthier and more literate nation.2   

The Centrality of the Artist 

Authors and illustrators, and the book industry, have sometimes struggled to secure funding and 

support compared to other art forms. ALIA supports the call from Books Create Australia for a 

National Strategy or Framework providing a cohesive policy approach to secure ongoing 

funding for books and reading.  

 

Artists rely on libraries for income, from book purchases through to fellowships, author talks, 

workshops and festivals. Australian authors and illustrators also receive a payment under the 

lending rights scheme when their books are in library collections being borrowed and enjoyed - 

often long after royalty payments have ceased. Authors and illustrators rely on these relatively 

stable payments to invest in new creation. The scheme is badly in need of a funding boost and 

update as it does not cover ebooks or audiobooks, despite these formats making up an 

increasing percentage of library collections. A funded extension to lending rights is supported by 

all members of Books Create Australia including the Australian Society of Authors.   

 

Library jobs are arts sector jobs. Like many arts sector jobs, they are often financially undervalued, 

a pressure that is increased for First Nations and culturally diverse groups. The university and VET 

courses for library and information services have come under pressures in recent years, with 

many courses closing. The substantial price increase at university level under the previous 

government’s job ready graduates program put library and information services out of reach for 

many potential students.  Moving library courses to a lower fee band would support a more 

diverse library workforce and the library courses at university level.   

 
2 See “Why Read” from Books Create Australia for research into the benefits of reading  




